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Welcome to this session on “Urban Planning: The Most Rewarding and Flexible Career You’ve Never Heard Of”. 
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Here I am in my office - I’m Bonnie Johnson, the Program Director and Professor in the Urban Planning Program within the School of Public Affairs and Administration at KU. Before becoming a professor, I was a practicing city planner for 8 years. I actually graduated with my master’s degree in urban planning from this very program. I worked as a planner for the cities of Amarillo, Texas and Liberty, Missouri and then also for Johnson County, Kansas. As I talk with planners, it is the rare planner who says, “I always wanted to grow up to be a planner.” Most of us stumble across planning as a career. One colleague of mine discovered planning when he was a UPS driver who delivered a package to a university’s urban planning department and he picked up a brochure. For myself, I thought I’d be a Congressional staffer in Washington, D.C. and use my political science degree but after an internship in D.C. I was disillusioned. I got a letter from the KU Urban Planning program saying that, based on my undergrad degree, I would be a good fit for urban planning.  I looked into it and discovered that I could be an urban planner and work for communities and help people live in better places and lead better lives which is what I wanted to do when I was looking for a career in government. Planners put the “long-range” into “short-term” decision making and know how to go from idea to implementation.  Those skills are useful in many careers but are particularly powerful when used to better our communities.




Agenda

•Who are Jayhawk Planners?
•Where are Jayhawk Planners?
•What is the Jayhawk Planner Experience?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If we were meeting in person, I’d ask you what your name was, where you were from, and what you’d like to know about urban planning. If I don’t end up answering your questions with this slideshow, please feel free to contact me. My email is bojojohn@ku.edu and our program email is ubpl@ku.edu .




Who are Jayhawk Planners?

•People searching for a meaningful 
profession

•Those who “stumbled” across 
planning

•Variety of degree backgrounds
•Looking for a flexible career

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A master’s degree is pretty much required across the board for anyone entering the planning profession.  You might be able to get an entry level position without a master’s degree, but it will be difficult to move up without one. People come to urban planning from a variety of undergraduate degrees ranging from architecture to sociology, philosophy to film studies, geography to political science, on and on. So many different people can fin their place in urban planning because it is a profession that takes on so many different tasks. If you are a people-person and very gregarious, you might like being the person in charge of public participation and getting citizens or other groups involved in planning a community’s future. If you are someone who likes to crunch the numbers and work behind-the-scenes, you can be the person doing the research, creating charts, and doing the analysis to help chart a course forward for a community. If you are a visual person and you like to create maps, displays, and website, there is a place in planning for you as planners have to be good communicators able to reach all sorts of different people with information useful for making decisions. If you area writers, that’s great because planners have to write plans, policies, reports, articles, guidebooks, etc. to inform the public and decision makers. 



Who are Jayhawk Planners?

•People searching for a meaningful 
profession

•Those who “stumbled” across 
planning

•Variety of degree backgrounds
•Looking for a flexible career

Learn more about a planning career –
FREE membership in the
American Planning Association
https://www.planning.org/join/students/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As long as you are a student, you get a FREE membership in the American Planning Association so sign up and you will have access to all sorts of resources.  One thing they have is a salary survey where you can see how much planners make and they also have job postings so you can see what sorts of jobs are out there.

https://www.planning.org/join/students/


Where are Jayhawk Planners?
•Local, County, State and Federal 
Governments

•Nonprofit Organizations
•Consulting Firms
•Development Community

Learn more about KU Urban Planning
https://urbanplanning.ku.edu/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Urban Planning Program at KU has alumni In all 50 states and in China, Ireland, Australia, Nepal, and France.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics indicates that “Employment of urban and regional planners is projected to grow 11 percent from 2019 to 2029, much faster than the average for all occupations. Demographic, transportation, and environmental changes will drive employment growth for planners.”
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/life-physical-and-social-science/urban-and-regional-planners.htm  


https://urbanplanning.ku.edu/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a map from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics - https://www.bls.gov/oes/2018/may/oes193051.htm 



Learn more about Urban Planning
https://www.gigitheplanner.com/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a link to information about planning for African American and new planners.

https://www.gigitheplanner.com/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another map from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics - https://www.bls.gov/oes/2018/may/oes193051.htm 




Learn more about Urban Planning
https://www.planetizen.com/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a link to a general website with information about urban planning including list of top planning books each year, planning apps, etc.

https://www.planetizen.com/


Where are they now? 
(5 years out)
PhD program 
Ohio State 
University

Planning 
Director, City of 
Calistoga, CA

Planner, Unified 
Govt Wyandotte 
Co/KCK

Peace Corps, 
Guatemala

Planner, 
Consulting, 
Chicago, IL

Planner, 
Consulting, 
KCMO

Planner, 
Transit 
Authority, 
KCMO

Innovation 
Manager, Transit 
Authority, KCMO

Director Tech 
Programs, Non-profit, 
Washington, DC

USDA Rural 
Development

Planner, 
Consulting, 
KCMO

Acquisitions, 
Real Estate, 
Chicago, IL

Senior Economic 
Analyst, 
Consulting, 
Chicago, IL

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a graduation photo of our Jayhawk Planners from 2016 and where they are now. For the past 5 years, our graduates have been graduating with jobs or soon thereafter, even in May of 2020 during the pandemic.
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Learn more about Urban Planning
http://www.plannersnetwork.org/

Senior Economic 
Analyst, 
Consulting, 
Chicago, IL

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is another link to a good website with general planning information.

http://www.plannersnetwork.org/


Several Paths to the Masters in Urban Planning

•2 Year Masters Degree
•Accelerated Masters (For Sophomores) with 
any Degree in the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences (4+1)

•Dual degrees with Public Administration, 
Geography, American Studies, & Architecture

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At KU there are multiple paths to a Master of Urban Planning degree.  You can get your undergraduate degree then join our program for a 2 year’s masters degree (or longer if you need). If you are a KU undergraduate student getting a degree within the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, you could line yourself up in your Sophomore or Junior year to get your undergraduate degree AND a master’s degree in urban planning in 5 years instead of the typical 6 years. We also offer dual masters degrees. There is also a graduate certificate in urban planning available through the School of Public Affairs and Administration. 



Curriculum
• 42 Credit Hours
• 24 credit hours of core courses
• 12 credit hours toward a specialization

• Transportation,
• Sustainable Land Use, OR
• Housing & Development

• 6 credit hours allows for tailoring
• 2nd speciality
• Mixing it up!

• A comprehensive exam to be completed in 
the final semester (or masters thesis)

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Our curriculum consists of 42 credit hours some are core courses (8 classes) that everyone takes and then others are in one of our specializations (4 classes) (Transportation; Sustainable Land Use; or Housing and Development). We do require students to choose one of the specializations because planning is such a diverse field it can be hard to know where to begin. Then we require 2 classes of electives which allows students flexibility to broaden their horizons and be “generalists” who know a little about other two specializations and beyond OR really specialize taking courses related to their specialization in other programs across the university.



Accreditation
• We are a Planning Accreditation Board accredited program           

(since 1983) which means we must meet high standards.
• Accreditation Curriculum Map

• General Planning Knowledge (“The Future”, Global Dimensions of Planning, 
Human Settlements, Law, Theory, Purpose and Meaning of Planning)

• Planning Skills (Research, Communication, Quantitative/Qualitative Methods, 
Plan Creation/Implementation, Methods, Leadership)

• Values & Ethics (Professionalism, Equity, Diversity, Social Justice, Governance 
& Participation, Growth & Development, Health and the Built Environment)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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& Participation, Growth & Development, Health and the Built Environment)

Speeds up becoming a Certified Planner -
American Institute of Certified Planners
Look for “AICP” after planners’ names.

Learn more about Urban Planning
https://www.planningaccreditationboard.org/

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Graduating from an accredited program means you can apply to become a certified planner quicker than if your degree is from someone else. Certification is through the American Institute of Certified Planners ( www.planning.org ). 

https://www.planningaccreditationboard.org/


Admission Requirements

• Application Deadlines – rolling (particularly for Accelerated Masters)
• Fall – July 1st

• Spring – December 1st

• University Graduate Studies Requirements
• Conferred Bachelor’s degree
• Official transcript(s)
• English language proficiency
• Complete Application Submitted through “Graduate Admissions”

• https://gradapply.ku.edu/apply

https://gradapply.ku.edu/apply


Application Requirements for Urban Planning

•Current Resume
•Personal Statement – Why Urban Planning 
and why KU?

•3 Recommendation Letters

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Personal Statement serves as a writing sample for us and as a way of getting to know you and your interest and priorities.



Jayhawk Planner Experience

Award Winning Teachers + Practitioners with PhDs + Award Winning 
Researchers + Small Class Sizes + Masters Degree Only + Nationally 
Ranked School of Public Affairs & Administration + Paid Internship 
Coordination + Kansas Association of Planning Students + Kansas 
Chapter of the American Planning Association and KC Division + 
Jayhawk Planner Network +  Alumni and professional participation in 
the classroom + Client Based Projects + Center for Compassionate & 
Sustainable Communities = The Jayhawk Planner Experience

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am also the Internship Coordinator for our program which means I can help connect you with a paid internship, if you are interested. 



Some job titles of our graduates
• City Housing Manager • College Administrator • Community Development Director •
Consultant • Environmental Planner • Multimodal Planner • Innovation & Transportation 
Manager • Urban and Regional Planner • Transportation Planner • Director Planning & 
Development • Long Rang Planning Manager • Data Analyst • Project Manager •
Neighborhood Planner • Development Analyst • Water Resources Planner • Transit 
Manager • GIS Analyst • Sr. Vice President • Master Planning Branch Manager • Project 
Planner • Director of Technical Programs  • Community Programs Loan Specialist • Co-
Founder • Economic Development Consultant • Community Development Planner •
Owner/Founder • Site Acquisition Specialist • CEO • Founding Principal • Non-Profit 
Agency Director • Division Manager, Long Range Planning & Preservation • Professor  •
Business and IT Consultant  • Research Analyst • Planner Specialist  • Nationwide Project 
Manager  • Neighborhood Planner • Planning Team Leader  • Real Estate Attorney  • Water 
Resources Planner • Transit and Parking Manager  • Sr. Vice President • Operational 
Performance and Innovation Manager • Loan Specialist Community Programs • Economic 
Development Consultant • Director of Sourcing • Director Transit Development • Real 
Estate Broker • Grant Professional • Imagineer
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Presentation Notes
Thank you – I wish you all the best with your future plans.

https://urbanplanning.ku.edu/
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